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The RMT user-level Use Case format is presented below.  This format may be tailored as needed.   Use Cases are written at varying levels of detail, depending upon the complexity of the Use Case.  An extremely simple Use Case may simply consist of a number and name (see items Use Case Number and Use Case Name below).  (For a more complete understanding of the intent of the Use Case format, please refer to the Use Case Inspection Checklist, Specific Rules.)   

Background Information:

Use Case Status (i.e., in work, draft, out for review, final, etc.) 

Use Case Author

Use Case Interview Source (or other sources)

Use Case Origination Date 

Use Case Modification Dates (if any), as well as name of individual who made the modification

User-level Use Case Format:

	Item
	Description

	Use Case Number
	Unique number assigned to the Use Case

	Use Case Name
	Name (or title) of the Use Case.  It should be a short, active verb phrase that describes the Use Case

	Actors
	Identify the primary actor and any other actors who communicate with this Use Case.

	Priority
	How important is this Use Case to the project?

	Risks
	Identify any risks (e.g., technology issues that need to be in place, single points of failure, any difficulties getting to the essential information sources, etc.).

	Scope
	Identify the system (i.e., what system is being considered the “black box” under the design?).

	Level
	State the use case goal:  summary, user, developer

	Preconditions
	A list of the conditions (and guarantees) that must be TRUE before the Use Case starts.

	Trigger
	The action upon the system that starts the Use Case.

	Main Success Scenario
	Include the steps of the scenario (i.e., flow of events) from the trigger to the goal delivery and any cleanup after.  Number the steps.  The scenario should consist of 3-9 steps.  The first step should read: “This use case begins when …”

	Extension Points
	If the Use Case has extension points (i.e., branching actions), list them here.  

	Post-conditions
	A list of conditions that must be TRUE when the Use Case ends, no matter which scenario is executed.

	Stakeholders and Interests
	A list of the stakeholders and their interests.

	Minimal Guarantees
	The interests of stakeholders that are protected.

	Success Guarantees
	The interests of stakeholders that are satisfied.

	“Used” Use Case
	If the Use Case uses other use cases, list them here.

	Subordinate Use Cases
	If the Use Case has subordinate use cases, identify them here.
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